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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with strikethrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please CANCEL claims 1 , 2 and 7 without prejudice or disclaimer; ADD new claims 10- 
19; and AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

Claims 1-2 (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The-An image taking device according to claim 1 or 2. further 
for taking an image of an obiect bv focusing reflected light from the object on a light receiving 
portion, comprising: 

a measuring portion that measures distances between the image taking device and at 
least two points in a subiect surface of the obiect: 

an exposure control portion that controls exposure time of the light receiving portion upon 
taking the image in accordance with at least one of the distances measured; 

a posture determining portion that determines whether or not the subject surface of th e 
obj e ct is perpendicular to an axis along a shooting direction of the image taking device , wh e r e in 
the meas uring portion m e asur e s di s tanc e s betw ee n th e image taking d e vic e and at least tw o 
points in th e subj e ct surfac e of t he o bj ect as th e distanc e , the postur e det e rmining portion 
de t e rmin e s wh e ther or not the subj e ct s urface of th e object is p e rp e ndicular to th e axis along th e 
shoo t in g dir e ction of th e image taking devic e in accordanc e with the m e asur e m e nt results of the 
m e asuring portion for the points, in accordance with the distances measured: and 

the-an image taking co n trol portion that furth e r controls so as to tak e an t akes the image 
of th e obj e ct if it is determined by the posture determining portion that the subject suri'ace of th e 
obj e ct is perpendicular to afrthe axis along th e shooting dir e ction of th e image taking d e vic e and 
one of the distances measured is within a predetermined range . 

4. (Currently Amended) The image taking device according to claim 3, further 
comprising a guiding portion that g^jides -outputs guidance so that the subject suri'ace b e com e s 
is.perpendicular to the axis along the shooting dir e ction of the imag e taking d e vic e by producing 
different signs between the -a first case where it is determined that the subject surface of th e 
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object is perpendicular to the axis along th e shooting dir e ction of th e imag e taking d e vic e and 
the -a second case where it is determined that the subject surface of the object is not 
perpendicular to the sam e axis . 

5. (Currently Amended) The-An image taking device according to claim 1 or 2, further 
for taking an image of an obiect bv focusing reflected light from the obiect on a light receiving 
portion, comprising: 

a measuring portion that measures a first distance between the obiect and the image 
taking device at a first time and a second distance between the obiect and the image taking 
device at a second time: 

an exposure control portion that controls exposure time of the light receiving portion upon 
taking the image in accordance with at least one of the first distance measured and the second 
distance measured: 

a still determining portion that determines whether or not t he object is still in accordance 
with th e m e asurem e nt r e sult of th e measuring portion that is obtained at an i nt e rval of a 
pred e t e rmined tim e , wh e r e in t he first distance measured and the second distance measured: 

anLimage taking control portion further controls so as to tak e an t hat takes the image ef 
th e object if it is determined bv the still determining portion that the object is still by th e still 
det e rm i ning portion and at least one of the first distance measured and the second distance 
measured is within a predetermined range . 

6. (Currently Amended) The-An image taking device according t o claim 1 or 2, furth e r 
for taking an image of an obiect bv focusing reflected light from the obiect on a light receiving 
portion, comprising: 

a measuring portion that measures a distance between the obiect and the image taking 

device: 

an exposure control portion that controls exposure time of the light receiving portion upon 
taking the image in accordance with the distance measured: 

an image taking portion that takes the image if it is determined bv the measuring portion 
that the distance is within a predetermined range: 

a background storage portion that stores a background image witheyt -that is taken when 
the objec t is not detected : and 

an extracting portion that extracts aff -a part of the obiect from the image that includ e s 
only th e obj e ct by comparing the background image with ar^the image obtain e d bv taking an 
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imag e of th e obj e ct, wh e r ei n the i mag e taking control portion controls so as to take an imag e 
wh e n th e distanc e is not measur e d by th e measuring portion that obtains th e background imag e. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for taking an image of an object by using an image 
taking device that focuses reflected light from the object on a light receiving portion, the method 
comprising: 

measuring a distanc e distances between th e object and t he image taking device and at 
least two points in a subiect surface of the object : 

controlling exposure time of the light receiving portion upon taking afi-the image in 
accordance with the m e asur e m e nt r e sul t at least one of the distances measured : 

determining whether the subiect surface is perpendicular to an axis along a shooting 
direction of the image taking device in accordance with the distances measured: and 

taking afv -the image of the ob j ect if it is determined in said measuring determining t hat 
the distanc e b et w een t h e o b j e c t and th e i mag e taking d e vice subiect surface is perpendicular to 
the axis and one of the distances measured is within a predetermined range. 

9. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage storing a computer program for 
controlling an image taking device including a light receiving portion for receiving reflected light 
from an object and a distance measuring sensor, the computer program which when executed 
by a computer makes the computer execute a process comprising: 

making the distance measuring sensor measure a distanc e distances between th e object 
and4he image taking devic e and at least two points in a subiect surface of the object : 

controlling exposure time of the light receiving portion upon taking afhthe image in 
accordance with the measurem e nt r e sul t at least one of the distances measured : 

determining whether the subiect suri'ace is perpendicular to an axis along a shooting 
direction of the image taking device in accordance with the distances measured : and 

taking afhthe image of th e obj e ct if it is determined by th e distance m e asuring sensor m 
said determining t hat the distanc e betw ee n the obj e ct and the imag e taking device subiect 
surface is perpendicular to the axis and one of the distances measured is within a 
predetermined range. 
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10. (New) The computer-readable storage according to claim 9, the process further 
comprising outputting guidance so that the subject surface is perpendicular to the axis by 
producing different signs between a first case where it is determined that the subject surface is 
perpendicular to the axis and a second case where it is determined that the subject surface is 
not perpendicular to the axis. 

11. (New) The method according to claim 8, further comprising outputting guidance so 
that the subject surface is perpendicular to the axis by producing different signs between a first 
case where it is determined that the subject surface is perpendicular to the axis and a second 
case where it is determined that the subject surface is not perpendicular to the axis. 

12. (New) An image taking device for taking an image of an object by focusing reflected 
light from the object on a light receiving portion that converts the light into an electric signal, 
comprising: 

a measuring portion that measures distances between the image taking device and at 
least two points in a subject surface of the object; 

a gain control portion that controls an output gain of the electric signal in accordance with 
at least one of the distances measured; 

a posture determining portion that determines whether the subject surface is 
perpendicular to an axis along a shooting direction of the image taking device in accordance 
with the distances measured; and 

an image taking portion that takes the image if it is determined by the posture 
determining port:ion that the subject surface is perpendicular to the axis and one of the distances 
measured is within a predetermined range. 

13. (New) The image taking device according to claim 12, further comprising a guiding 
portion that outputs guidance so that the subject surface is perpendicular to the axis by 
producing different signs between a first case where it is determined that the subject surface is 
perpendicular to the axis and a second case where it is determined that the subject surface is 
not perpendicular to the axis. 

14. (New) An image taking device for taking an image of an object by focusing reflected 
light from the object on a light receiving portion, comprising: 
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a measuring portion that measures a first distance between the object and the image 
taking device at a first time and a second distance between the object and the image taking 
device at a second time; 

a gain control portion that controls an output gain of the electric signal in accordance with 
at least one of the first distance measured and the second distance measured; 

a still determining portion that determines whether the object is still in accordance with 
the first distance measured and the second distance measured; 

an image taking portion that takes the image if it is determined by the still determining 
portion that the object is still and at least one of the first distance measured and the second 
distance measured is within a predetermined range, 

15. (New) An image taking device for taking an image of an object by focusing reflected 
light from the object on a light receiving portion, comprising: 

a measuring portion that measures a distance between the object and the image taking 

device; 

a gain control portion that controls an output gain of the electric signal in accordance with 
the distance measured; 

an image taking portion that takes the image if it is determined by the measuring portion 
that the distance is within a predetermined range; 

a background storage portion that stores a background image that is taken when the 
object is not detected; and 

an extracting portion that extracts a part of the object from the image by comparing the 
background image with the image. 

16. (New) A method for taking an image of an object by using an image taking device 
that focuses reflected light from the object on a light receiving portion, the method comprising: 

measuring a first distance between the object and the image taking device at a first time 
and a second distance between the object and the image taking device at a second time; 

controlling exposure time of the light receiving portion upon taking the image in 
accordance with at least one of the first distance measured and the second distance measured; 

determining whether the object is still in accordance with the first distance measured and 
the second distance measured; and 
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taking the image if it is determined in said determining tliat the object is still and at least 
one of the first distance measured and the second distance measured is within a predetermined 
range. 

17. (New) A method for taking an image of an object by using an image taking device 
that focuses reflected light from the object on a light receiving portion, the method comprising; 

measuring a distance between the object and the image taking device; 

controlling exposure time of the light receiving portion upon taking the image in 
accordance with the distance measured; 

taking the image if it is determined in said measuring that the distance is within a 
predetermined range; 

storing a background image that is taken when the object is not detected; and 

extracting a part of the object from the image by comparing the background image with 
the image. 

18. (New) A computer-readable storage storing a computer program for controlling an 
image taking device including a light receiving portion for receiving reflected light from an object 
and a distance measuring sensor, the computer program which when executed by a computer 
makes the computer execute a process comprising: 

measuring a first distance between the object and the image taking device at a first time 
and a second distance between the object and the image taking device at a second time; 

controlling exposure time of the light receiving portion upon taking the image in 
accordance with at least one of the first distance measured and the second distance measured; 

determining whether the object is still in accordance with the first distance measured and 
the second distance measured; and 

taking the image if it is determined in said determining that the object is still and at least 
one of the first distance measured and the second distance measured is within a predetermined 
range. 

19. (New) A computer-readable storage storing a computer program for controlling an 
image taking device including a light receiving portion for receiving reflected light from an object 
and a distance measuring sensor, the computer program which when executed by a computer 
makes the computer execute a process comprising: 

measuring a distance between the object and the image taking device; 
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controlling exposure time of the light receiving portion upon taking the image in 

accordance with the distance measured; 

taking the image if it is determined in said measuring that the distance is within a 

predetermined range; 

storing a background image that is taken when the object is not detected; and 
extracting a part of the object from the image by comparing the background image with 

the image. 
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